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Signs for Words Used in Social Media in Thai Sign Language:

An Analysis of Icons
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Abstract
This article analyzes the use of gestures in creating hand gestures for online social media
vocabulary in the Thai language, using Rogers' (1989) criteria. Results showed that hand gestures
in online social media were constructed using arbitrary, resemblance, symbolic, and exemplar
icons. On average, one to three icons were used in the creation of these hand gestures. The most
frequently used type of icon was arbitrary, in the form of hand gestures, as online social media
vocabulary primarily relies on written characters to convey meaning, with hand gestures being

used to express actions such as flying or fighting and nouns such as clouds or birds.

Keywords: Sign Language, Sign, Deaf person, Icon, Finger spelling
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