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Abstract

This research article aims 1) to study the language characteristics of Thai restaurant naming in China
using the word formation concept of Katamba (1993) and Yule (2005) and 2) to study the semantic
characteristics of Thai restaurant names in China using semantic field theory and semantic relation theory.
The results of the study on the language characteristics of Thai restaurant naming in China found that: the
language presentation formats used on Thai restaurant signs in China included the presentation of Thai,
Chinese, and English in monolingual, bilingual, and trilingual formats, with signs presented in Chinese and
English being the most common. For the naming characteristics of Thai restaurants in China, 8 characteristics
were found, with compounding being the most common, followed by borrowing, coinage, word
reduplication, clipping, acronyms and abbreviation, blending, and derivation, respectively. The results of
the study on the semantic characteristics of Thai restaurant names in China found 22 groups of meanings,
with words expressing meanings related to “Thai” being the most common, followed by “food and
beverage” and “places and buildings”, which were found in the second and third places, respectively.
For the structure of Thai restaurant names according to semantic components, it can be classified into 2
structures: single structure and compound structure. Compound structure is the most popular and most

Thai restaurant names in China are composed of 3-5 groups of meanings.

Keywords: naming, Thai restaurant names in China, language characteristics, meanings
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