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Abstract

This research aims to examine the speech acts that appeared in the major speeches of Thai
political parties in 2023 by studying Move Forward Party, Pheu Thai Party, Bhumjaithai Party, Palang
Pracharath Party and United Thai Nation Party. The research was conducted by applying the conceptual
framework of John R. Searle's Speech Acts. The findings of the study indicated that Move Forward Party
had representative/assertive speech acts with 149 words of recitals as majority. Pheu Thai Party had
commissive speech acts with 94 words of guarantees as majority. Bhumjaithai Party had directive speech
acts with 45 words of commanding as majority. Palang Pracharath Party had expressive speech acts with
26 words of praising as majority. United Thai Nation Party had directive speech acts of 113 words of
questioning as majority. Each party employed different speech acts to enhance its image and persuade its
audience. Move Forward Party focused on the use of representative/assertive speech acts that provided
information and builds relationships with the public. Pheu Thai Party focused on the use of commissive
speech acts to build trust and confidence. Bhumijaithai Party focused on the use of directive speech acts,
especially commanding and questioning, to stimulate audience participation. Palang Pracharath Party used
expressive speech acts to praise the leader and build public confidence. United Thai Nation Party used

directive speech acts through questioning to stimulate audience responses with their own goals.

Keywords: speech act, election campaign speech, political party, election
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