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A Comparison of Standard Thai Tones with a Southern Accent from

Male and Female Informants in Ranot District, Songkhla Province®

Natthaporn Thai|oa|5

. Attasith Boonsawasd®

Abstract

This article aims to analyze and compare the tonal features of Standard Thai and
Standard Thai with a Southern accent in monosyllabic utterances, using Gedney’s tone box
methodology in combination with acoustic phonetics. Data were collected from 7 male and 7
female informants, aged between 30 and 45, who were born and raised in Ranot District, Songkhla
Province. The analysis was conducted using the Praat program to determine the fundamental
frequency, which was converted into semitones and divided into five range levels to illustrate the
tonal features and pitch range. The study found that the tonal features of the falling tone [443]
exhibited pitch levels that closely resembled those of Standard Thai [553]. Female informants
tended to pronounce tones in a manner more aligned with Standard Thai pronunciation,
particularly for the high and rising tones. This tendency may be attributed to the fact that female
informants generally use Standard Thai in daily communication, thereby minimizing the influence
of their native dialect. In contrast, male informants tend to produce tones according to the
phonetic characteristics of their native dialect. The pitch range, between 1/, and 3%, pitch levels,
was narrower than that of Standard Thai and corresponded to the pitch range of the Southern

Thai dialect spoken in Ranot District, Songkhla Province.

Keywords: tonal features, acoustic phonetics, standard Thai, southern accent
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