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Strategies for Representing Women in Khun Chang Khun Phaen:

A Critical Discourse Analysis*

. 5
Niraman Borommahuttanopa

Siriporn Panyamez‘heeku/6

Abstract

This article aims to analyze linguistic strategies in the representation of women in Khun
Chang Khun Phaen, based on the 43-chapter version from the National Library. Data were
collected from textual excerpts depicting the words and actions of 18 female and 11 male
characters. The study employs van Dijk’s (2008) critical discourse analysis framework, focusing
on textual structure. The analysis reveals 1) two distinct sets of vocabulary: name calling and
verb phrases 2) four types of sentence structures: active voice, passive voice, conditional, and
causal sentences 3) five groups of speech acts described by Searle (1969) 4) the use of rhetoric
including proverbs 5) non-verbal communication 6) the presentation of in-group vs. out-group.
The findings indicate that positive feminine terms and positive verb phrases are associated with
women who conform to societal expectations, in contrast, negative feminine terms and negative
verb phrases are linked to women who deviate from social norms. Directive and advisory speech
acts are employed by patriarchal authority to persuade women that certain behaviors are
desirable and should be followed. However, promises and oaths are predominantly used by
men to establish credibility. Additionally, an analysis of non-verbal communication highlights that
women are often judged solely based on their outward appearance. The in-group vs. out-group
presentation portrays “good” women as those who comply with laws and social norms,
remaining under patriarchal authority, marital relationships, and the monarchy. Only women in

the role of mothers possess authority over their children and receive social recognition. A bad

* This article is a part of the master thesis entitled “The Representation of Females in the Thai Sepa Epic Khun Chang Khun Phaen:
A Critical Discourse Analysis” The author would like to express gratitude to the Master of Arts program in Linguistics for Digital
Communication for providing the “Thesis Grant,” which enabled the author to conduct research and successfully complete
my studies.

® Master’s student, Linguistics Section, Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University, E-mail: warunyapat.athi@g.swu.ac.th

® Associate Professor, Ph.D., Linguistics in Digital Communication Section, Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University,

E-mail: siripornp@g.swu.ac.th
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woman, on the other hand, has multiple husbands and exhibits behavior that deviates from

societal expectations, often facing condemnation and punishment from members of society.

Keywords: language strategies, critical discourse analysis, the epic tale of Khun Chang Khun Phaen
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