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Hand Signs for Fruits Vocabulary in Thai Sign Language

in Each Region: An Analysis of Icons

Narach Warachj/rakorn3

Siriporn Panyametheeku/"

Abstract

This article aims to examine the hand gestures used to depictfruits in four different regions
of Thailand in Thai Sign Language. The study used Rogers' (1989).concept of iconicity and
gathered data from 50 fruit vocabulary gestures. The.research discovered that the deaf
community utilized hand gestures that resembled the object. they represented, these icons
included both exemplar and arbitrary icons. The“primary elements of the hand gestures used
were: shape, method of consumption, notable features, color, and taste. However, the study found
that similar icons were not used alone but combined with other icons, such as exemplars and
arbitrary, to convey different characteristics ‘of .€ach fruit. These characteristics were used to
differentiate between fruits, for example, jackfruit had gummy gum, rambutan had pubescent hair,

and strawberries had small.granules.
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