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Abstract

This research work aims to analyze and compare strategies used in writing two textbooks for
reading and writing Thai, namely, the Kor Khor Darunsuksa textbook, and the Munlabot Bunphakit
textbook. The former is the first textbook of the Darunsuksa textbook set and was written by F. Hilaire,
a French missionary priest who used to be a teacher at the Bangkok Assumption School. The latter
is the first textbook of the Munlabot Banphakit textbook set, which was written by Phraya
Srisoonthornwoharn (Noy Acharayangkoon). It is found that F. Hilaire used many strategies to
effectively teach students how to read and write Thai. Those strategies include (1) the systematic
ordering of the lessons (2) use of language and lexical items (3) reviewing knowledge learned in
previous lessons (4) direction and methods of reading and (5) spacing and use of punctuation marks.
However, there are limitations in teaching reading and writing Thai by using the Kor Khor Darunsuksa
textbook comparing to Munlabot Bunphakit, namely (1) lack of relationship between lessons and lack
of holistic view of knowledge (2) lack of phonological awareness and (3) lack of grammatical and

linguistic explanations

Keywords: Thai reading and writing textbook, Darunsuksa, Munlabot Banphakit, F. Hilaire
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