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Abstract

This study looks at the phonological variation of Thai words in which they have
two variant forms; with -CV- epenthesis in word-medial position or no -CV- epenthesis.
We attempt to find explanation through the lens of sociolinguistics, be them, socio-
economics, gender, and formal versus informal speech. They were 140 participants
of a public company. We used One-Way ANOVA test, the independent samples
t-test, and the Chi-square test to quantitatively analyze the data. Interestingly,
we found considerable differences in phonological variation depending on
informants’ income. Those who have high and average income were likely to insert
CV epenthesis in word-medial position, while those with low income showed a

contradiction of having no CV epenthesis which is consistent with Abitbol et al. (2018).
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They indicated that the high socio-economic status group of people tended to use
more standard terms than the non-high ones. As the study for gender shown that male
informants pronounced words more casually with no CV epenthesis comparing to
female ones which were in accordance with Gray (2012). He stated that male
pronounced words more casually and precisely comparing to female ones. Lastly, the
study also showed that the informal context had an effect on phonological variation.
The informants preferred to epenthesize CV in word-medial position when it came to
formal contexts.

Keywords: cv epenthesis, Sociolinguistic variables, socio-economic, speech styles,

gender
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