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Abstract

One of the main features of the Chinese classic novel Jin Ping Mei is the depiction of erotic
scenes between various characters, a major reason for the work being banned in China for such a
long period of time. This article deals with the rendition of erotic scenes in Jin Ping Mei in one of its
Thai versions Dok Moei Nai Chaekan Thong, a translation by Nian and Sod Kurmarohita that was
published in newspapers from 1953 to 1955. The study found that when translating erotic scenes,
the translator would omit the details of sexual intercourse and use sensual words to render erotic
sense instead of giving detailed accounts of what was happening. The researcher suggests that fear
that their work of art would be judged as obscene by the public, and the risk of violating of Thailand’s
B.E. 2484 Printing Act by issuing indecent publication, might have been the reason behind the

translation strategy opted by the translators.

Keywords: Jin Ping Mei, Dok Moei Nai Chaekan Thong, erotic scenes, Chinese literature, literary

translation
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