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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and compare the forms and types of four-
word compound words in Thai and Chinese. Data were collected from the Royal Institute
Dictionary of Thailand 201 1 and the Dictionary of Contemporary Chinese Words Volume 7,
2016. Five forms of the four-word synonymous and antonymous compound words are found in
Thai which are AXAY AXBY XAYA AABB and ABXY. In Chinese, 10 forms are found which are
AXBY AXAY AABB XAYA AXYA AAXY XAAY XYAA ABXY and ABCD. It can be seen that the
four-word synonymous and antonymous compound words in Chinese have more variations.
In addition, the researcher found that in Thai and Chinese, there are similar forms, namely,
AXAY, AXBY, XAYA and AABB, which appear more frequently and are more common in both
languages. For ABXY, it is less common in both languages. In terms of word type, it was found
that there are three types of word types in Thai and Chinese, including verbs, adverbs, and
nouns. However, the researcher found that in Thai, it is most often used as a verb, followed by
adverbs and nouns, while in Chinese, it is most often used as an adverb, followed by verbs and
nouns, respectively. Although Thai and Chinese language are in different language family, these
two languages also have synonymous and antonymous compound words reflecting the
common nature of the languages of this region.
Keywords: four-words synonymous and antonymous compound words, word form, word type,

Chinese-Thai comparative study
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