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Abstract

The purposes of this research are to study animal metaphors in French
expressions, and to investigate concepts reflected on animal metaphors. The results reveal that
there are 23 metaphors of animals in French expressions: dog, pig, cat, wolf, ox, male donkey,
rabbit, horse, lion, cow, hare, monkey, mouse, female goat, bear, lamb, female donkey, mule, fox,
tiger, guinea pig, rat, and male goat. In French expressions, the metaphorical expressions of
ANIMALS related to 2 main concepts: [ANIMALS ARE ANIMATE] and [ANIMALS ARE INANIMATE].
The conceptual study reflected that animals have important roles in daily life of the French
language users. Accordingly, animals’ conceptual domains related to beliefs, cultural models, and
social values of the language users.

Keywords: Metaphors, Concepts, Conceptual metaphors, French expressions
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