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Abstract

This research aimed 1) to compare basic kinship terminologies and systems among ASEAN
languages from the third generation above ego (G+3) to the third generation below ego (G-3), and
2) to explain the relationship between kinship systems and cultures of the speakers of ASEAN
languages. The basic kinship terms were collected from native informants in Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei. All
data were analyzed using the componential analysis approach proposed by Nida (1979) and Katz
and Fodor (1963). The study found that there were 16 basic kinship terms in Thai, 18 in Lao, 14 in
Khmer, 16 in Viethamese, 20 in Burmese, 33 in Mandarin Chinese, 16 in Indonesian, 15 in Tagalog,
and 14 in Malay. For the basic kinship system, it was found that Khmer, Burmese, Indonesian,
Tagalog, and Malay kinship terms contained four dimensions of contrast: generation, lineality, age,
and gender, whereas Thai, Lao, and Vietnamese kinship terms contained five dimensions of
contrast: generation, lineality, age, gender, and parental side, and Chinese kinship terms contained
six dimensions of contrast: generation, lineality, age, gender, parental side, and family.

Keywords : Basic Kinship Terms, Kinship System, Componential Analysis, ASEAN Languages,

Dimension of Contrast
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