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Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing the representations of vocational students linguistically
constructed in education news and articles in Thai daily newspaper, and analyzing the discourse
practice and sociocultural practice related to the construction of these representations. The data
were gathered from three Thai daily newspapers: Thairath, Daily News, and Matichon starting from
January 01, 2012 until December 31, 2018. In total, 913 texts were gathered and analyzed. In this
study, Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) was adopted as an analytical framework. The analysis
reveals that different kinds of linguistic strategies are employed for constructing the representations
of vocational students in three main groups namely positive representations, positive
representations with hidden negative attitude, and negative representations. It is noteworthy that
although these discourses tend to be a space for promoting vocational education, the negative
representations as well as the positive representations with hidden negative views against
vocational students were also found. These representations may unintentionally reemphasize the
negative attitude towards vocational students which can be an obstacle of the government policy
for the promotion of vocational education.

Keywords: Vocational students; Representations; Critical Discourse Analysis; ldentity
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