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Abstract

In Thailand, Facebook role-playing online narratives are among outstanding narrative
discourses.Many recognized Facebook role-players create role-playing stories and narrate
them together, bases on character roles in individual stories. There are special rules for
organizing the sequence of appearances and turn-taking because of the length of role-playing
texts, to avoid overlapping and maintain story unity.

This research studies and analyzes the organization of turn-taking in Facebook narrative role-
playing communities. Two groups of short-term Facebook role-playes, lasting from seven to ten days; and
two groups of long-term Facebook role-players, lasting from three to 12 months were analyzed following
research precedent set by Sack et al, (1974), Panyametheekul, (2015). Data included
conversational characteristics expressed in online role-playing.

Results were that in long-term role-playing, rules about turn-taking organization were
announced by “custom signs.” Some players used the custom sign #000 to indicate “please
waiting for me to type,” #777 for “away from the keyboard” (AFK), and made sequences or rules
for player turn-taking correspondingly. This aspect appears only in long-term role-playing,
though in short-term role-playing, there are many participants in each Facebook posting.

These findings reflect that there are special turn-taking organizational rules in Thai

Facebook role-playing that may not appear in face-to-face conversations. Turn-taking
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organization was innovated because many players per group lacked a clear way to choose the
subsequent speaker otherwise the subsequent speakers choose themselves, so each player
was obliged to become involved in the conversation quickly. In addition, the implication is that
players try to reduce computer mediated communication (CMC) problems or limitations, to

maintain narrative unity.

Keywords: Turn-taking, Turn-organization, Facebook, Role-playing.
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