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Abstract

The speech act of disagreement is one of the significant topics for the case of Chinese
learners of Thai. According to a classroom observation and a pilot study, Chinese learners of
Thai tend to express disagreement in the contexts where native speakers of Thai prefer not to
show their different opinions. This study is conducted from the perspective of interlanguage
pragmatics using DCT for data collecting. The participants are 100 Chinese learners of Thai,
100 native speakers of Thai, and 100 native speakers of Chinese. The linguistic strategies
adopted by the participants are categorized and compared between two groups of the
informants using statistical methods. The result reveals that Chinese learners of Thai prefer
expressing disagreement in most of the cases which is significantly different from native
speakers of Thai. However, when both groups decide to show disagreement, they prefer
indirect strategies to direct ones. This linguistic behaviors seems to be somewhat related to the
characteristics of high-context culture. Based on statistic results, Chinese learners of Thai use
direct strategies as frequently as native speakers of Thai. However, they use indirect strategies
less often and supportive strategies more often when compared to native speakers of Thai. It is
hypothesized that this might be the result of language proficiency. It is also found that some
pragmatic transfers might cause misunderstanding in intercultural communication including the
use of /toongz/ and /majzdajz/ and the inappropriate use of status final particles by Chinese

learners of Thai.
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