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Abstract

The purposes of this paper is to study and compare the Thai Song language of
Phetchaburi province’s tonal system. Additionally, the results of the study used to compare with
previous studies of Tai Dam (Black Tai) in Vietnam for assessing the similarities and differences
between their respective accents. The results of this study show tonal splits and coalescences
pattern of Thai Song in the 7 districts are ABCD123-4; DLDS123 and DLDS4 merge with B123
and B4 respectively and all have 6 tones: Tone 1, A123 lower mid-rising; Tone 2, A4 lower mid-
rising-falling; Tone 3, B123 lower mid-high rising; Tone 4, B4 mid-level; Tone 5, C123 lower mid-
rising glottalized and Tone 6, C4 mid-falling glottalized. The results of the tonal system
comparison between Thai Song and Tai Dam reveal that both languages have the same tonal
splits and coalescence patterns, and the number of tones. However, the tonal characteristics of

A123 and A4 are different.

Keywords: accent, Thai Song, Tai Dam (Black Tai)
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