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A Study of Interlanguage in Using English Subject-Verb Agreement

among Thai Students
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Abstract

The purpose of the current research were: 1) to observe the emergence and the
development in using of English subject-verb agreement in Thai students’ interlanguage and 2)
to examine the order of acquisition of English subject-verb agreement in Thai students. 90
participants in this study were from Thai Mathayom 1, Mathayom 3, and Matayom 6 students in
Chiang Rai Province. Data were collected at tutorial schools in Chiang Rai Province. A test on

subject-verb agreement in Present Simple Tense was used for the data collection.

The results show that errors in subject-verb agreement can be divided into two types:
errors about indicating subject form and verb form and errors about misconception in the topic
of English subject-verb agreement. In addition, it was found that education level affects the use
of English subject-verb agreement. In other words, higher level students performed better than
the lower ones. For order of acquisition, it was found that “normal plural subject” can be
acquired early while “adjudged singular subject” seems to be the most difficult type of subject-

verb agreement for Thai students.
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Everything__goes  (to go) well.
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My son, like your sons, breaks (to break ) everything.
One third of my life depends (to depend) on my spouse.
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Neither my sisters nor me wants (to want) to have ice cream this
evening.

Either Jack or his colleagues Starts (to start) working on the project.
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Neither my sisters nor me want (to want) to have ice cream this evening.

Either Jack or his colleagues Start (to start) working on the project.
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Some stops (to stop) and watches (to watch) what happening.
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A number of audiences___follows (to follow) the light to exit.
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20 percent of women tells (to tell) that football is interesting.
fignaasaziilu

A number of audiences___follows (to follow) the light to exit.

20 percent of women tells (to tell) that football is interesting.
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Water gush (to gush) from the basement of his house.
China are (to be) a big country.
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Water gushes (to gush) from the basement of his house.
China is (to be) a big country.

o Y 1 dl 6 a
7. idasiasi 4. )nynatuuulng
Twirdataainumnuiauiniandubenas 4.2 rasdiaianaiavionun suuuvveslsyarunynal

|
[

wuutnidluBGesinGauliaiutiesngn Wesaindszsnwiusnaenanatdnian uazAinsan

' 1
a o =

[~ 4 a dl [~1 o o X o Y o A a Y a v
[5]’13\1&]’171112“[5]@\1L‘WNLﬁ]N@Si?LW@Lﬂuﬂ’]?U@ﬂ@NWHﬁ @QmﬁlﬁuﬂL?HuLﬂﬂﬂI@ﬁJ@W@’]ﬂuﬂﬁm’Qﬂ 4l

piaaging

You pushes (to push) me to live that way.

The manager and the owner of the company agrees (to agree) with my
choice.
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You pushes (to push) me to live that way.

The manager and the owner of the company agrees (to agree) with my
choice.
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10.
crisis.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

agthAnien il ianadlutasinslaavinliilugills=lannasysol

(UszTaananuaiiluPresent Simple)

Mike (to do) the second job at book store.

My son, like your sons, (to break ) everything.

Your belongings (to cover) everywhere of the dining table.

Both (to be) right.

One hundred dollars (to save) her life.

Either Jack or his colleagues (to start) working on the project.

20 percent of women (to tell) that football is interesting.

You (to push) me to live that way.

The manager and owner of the book shop (to become) John’s good friend.

The manager together with his subordiantes (to talk) seriously about the

Water (to gush) from the basement of his house.

Neither my sisters nor me (to want) to have ice cream this evening.
To bake a loaf of bread (to take) approximately an hour.
Everything he has done (to destroy) his friendship slowly.

Jane and Pete (to pass) his corner every day.

Everything (to go) well.

My father (to move) a big box into the living room.

My cousin who interested in painting (to give) me a painting kit.
Lots of kid (to finish) thinking on time.

The girls taught by Pena (to cook) wonderfully.

All (to love) listening to the music.

| or my brother (to need) to help my dad at the garden

The manager and the owner of the company (to agree) with my choice.
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One third of my students (to write) correct form of verbs.
Jim or his sisters (to have) to go to the grocery.
Not only his friends but also his brother (to try) to open that case.
Few (to wake up) in the early morning
One third of my life (to depend) on my spouse.
He (to work) at Chinese restaurant.
I (to understand) what you trying to explain.
The number of students in English Class (to change) every year.
Some (to stop) and
(to watch) what happening.
China (to be) a big country.
A number of audiences (to follow) the light to exit.
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