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Animal Name Calling for Thai Politicians on the Internet
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Abstract

This article presents a study of animal name calling in Thai politicians by Facebook
users. The results reveal that animals are used to refer to Thai politicians. Three titles are often
used: “I” “E” and “Buck” in front of the animal name calling for Thai politicians. Types of animals
representing negative connotation include poultry, mammal, reptile, parasite and insects. Such
name calling shows negative attitude towards politicians. Animal metaphor [politician is animal]
is a tool to demonstrate negative attitude towards politicians’ image, users’ point of view, lack of
respect and contempt. Animal name calling also reflects the ideas and values of those who use
name calling to discredit the politicians.

Keywords: Animal name calling; Politicians; Facebook
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