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An Analysis of English Article Errors of Thai Students
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Abstract

This research is a Quantitative research which aimed to examine errors of using English
articles by Thai students who study English as a foreign language. By, the simple-random
sampling technique, a group of 250 students, primary school students of 3“ and 6" grades,
secondary school students of 9" and 12" grades, and the third year university students,
participated in this study. The tool was a cloze test with 30-question article questionnaire
including indefinite article 10 items, definite article 10 items and zero article 10 items.

The results indicated that indefinite articles were substituted by the definite article. Most
common errors found in students in primary 6" grade (50.98%). For the definite article, it is
mostly substituted by indefinite articles. Most common errors found in students in primary 3"
grade (71.88%). Lastly, the zero article is usually substituted by indefinite articles in several
contexts and such error was mostly found in the primary students 3" grade (77.67%). The
analysis of article errors proves that students face serious problems in the use of articles. Not
only the characteristics of Thai language but also the English language are causes of errors.
The problems faced by Thai students using English articles were related to mother tongue
interference, English language proficiency level, environment, inaccurate application of rules,
ignorance of rules, and overgeneralisation. Some students found it difficult to use the article
correctly, due to the number of rules and subtle variations in meaning based on context, and

the numerous exceptions to the rules.
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Tudiad lusagis

1. I bought ____ umbrella to go out in the rain.

2. Have you ever crossed ___ equator?

3.____ riceis animportant food in Asia.

4. old man always walks slowly.

5. Thisis ____boy who is industrious.

6.____ honesty is the best policy.

/. lhavetwocars:___ Fordand _____ Audi. The Ford is white and the Audi is
silver.

8. Breast cancer victims require radiation treatments. ______ treatments are given in
the hospital.

9. men like beautiful woman.

10. Today | have got____ headache and _____ fever.

11. Do you think ______rich should pay higher taxes?

12. What do you want for ______ breakfast?

13. Therewas ______ student learning English in school.

14, _earthgoesround _____sun,and ____moon goes round ______ earth.
15. Do you like ______ cheese?

16. Is your mother working in ______ old office building?
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17. I have lost _____ book which you lent me.

18. __ negligence is the path of death.

19. ____ manis walking down a road. There is a dog with the man.

20. On Monday, an unarmed man stole $1,000 from the bank. __ thief hasn't

been caught yet.

21. | went to the shop to get bread.

22. | have sandwich and banana for breakfast.

23. sun rose at 6:17 this morning.

24. Living things can’t remain without air.

25. interesting story was told by my grandfather.

206. man in this car is the Prime Minister.

27. beauty is wanted by everyone.

28. When we were on holiday, we stayed at hotel. Sometimes we ate at the

hotel and sometimes we went to restaurant.

29. A man and a woman were sitting opposite me. man was American, but |

think woman was British.

30. We don’t have enough water.
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