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A STUDY OF NAMING IN THAI CLASSICAL SONGS
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to categorize the given names of Thai Classical songs. In
this study a total of 981 songs were derived from three encyclopedias issued by the Thai Royal
Institute. The selected songs were analyzed with Categorization.

Findings revealed that these are fifteen semantic groups of the names of Thai classical
songs which appeared both in its core elements and modifiers. The semantic ones appearing
both across the core elements and modifiers were named according to ethnic groups, action
and behaviors, animals, nature, human being, imaginary world, places, things, and numeral
terms. The semantic groups merely found only in the core elements were named according to
music types, names of characters, weapons, organs, diseases, and periods. Meanwhile, The
semantic groups found solely in the modifiers were named according to musical instruments,
directions, colors, shapes, sex and descriptors.

Names of Thai classical songs reflect Thai society illustrated as the country with foreign

relations, agricultural land, and the diversity of environment and culture.

KEYWORDS: Naming, Thai Classical songs, ethnosemantics
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