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Referential Patterns in Thai Legal Language, Academic Language,

and Media Language
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Abstract

The present paper aims at comparing referential patterns in legal language, academic
language, and media language in Thai society. Data were from court judgment reports,

academic papers, and newspapers. Each of which contains 10,000 words in length. Results
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show that all 4 patterns of reference were found in the three registers, namely total repetition,
the use of referential markers, partial repetition, and the use of other words. The use of total
repetition was found the most in all registers, especially in legal language. Considering the
occurrence and the distribution of referential patterns, it was claimed that the order of
explicitness among the three registers are legal language > academic language > media

language.
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