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Language and Ethnic Identity Construction of Tai Dam (Black Tai):

The Case of Phai Huu Chang Community, Nakorn Pathom Province
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Abstract

Tai Dam or Black Tai is a distinct ethnic group but little well-known minority group in
Thailand. Presently, they have attempted their cultural identity, including their own language as
well as their cultural artifacts under the development policy for tourism and endangered
language revitalization. However, Tai Dam people in community are challenging their ethnic
identity, particularly among younger and older generation. This paper examines discourse in
community as cultural tools for constructing Tai Dam ethnic identity. Discourse analysis and
ethnographic method, so-called ethnographic discourse analysis, is a method of studying how
language and discourse are used in particular communicative events by different generational
people in community, and how Tai Dam identity is constructed by those people.

Ethnographic descriptions and language materials in this paper derived from field work
among Tai Dam in Phai Huu Chang community, Nakorn Pathom province during January-March,
2011. The analysis showed that Tai Dam language is varied among people in different speech
events in community. The ethnographic analysis also illustrated that Tai Dam people, especially
the older people, try to persist their ethnic identity by appropriating various cultural tools and
social practices within community. This paper argued that Tai Dam people are contesting and
negotiating their discourse and their ethnic culture to appropriately construct hybrid Tai Dam
identity. Also, this paper can make the contribution to advocate discourse and culture of ethnic

group and their multiple identities rather than single ethnic identity.

Keywords: Tai Dam; Identity construction; Ethnic identity; Ethnographic discourse analysis,

Language revitalization
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