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Linguistic Characteristics of Editorials Used in Thai newspapers
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research focusing on the linguistic characteristics of
editorials used in Thai newspapers. This study aimed to study the complex sentence (relative
clauses) and to show the relationships between the found language usage and the linguistic
characteristics of editorial. The editorials were chosen from 10 Thai newspapers (regardless of
publication date) with 20,000 words and compared with general language usage with 20,000
words: 5,000 from editorials, 5,000 from novels, 5,000 from sport news, and 5,000 from plays.

The data were analyzed based on the frequency of appearance of relative clauses’ indicators:

1
=

“f1” “&49” and “&U” and nominalization’s indicators: “N13-"

The findings show that the frequency of relative clauses’ indicators are more frequent or
obvious than general language usage (31.90>12.40).That is to show that it is needed to use
complex sentences, particularly relative clauses that are used to combine and connect a lot of
information together within one sentence. In addition, it was found that nominalization’s indicator
“N19-" in editorials was found more frequently or obviously than in general language usage
(59.5>26.7). It is obvious to say that it is necessary to use nominalization’s indicators to show

the objectivism of the editorials so that the audiences would be convinced by fact or credibility.

This study indicates that using complex sentence such example as relative clauses as
well as nominalization such as the indicator “N13-" can help the editorial writers add more
information or ideas in one sentence with credibility. It might be because there is limitation in
term of space for the authors to express the press’s standpoint. As a result, the readers need to
be very careful to understand every idea of the authors thoroughly, particularly the texts

focusing on objectivism or action in order to convince the readers.

Key words: Complex sentence, relative clauses, nominalization
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