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A Tonal System of Phrae Dialect
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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to acoustically examine and analyze the Phrae dialect’s
tonal system. The data were collected from eight districts. In each district, two female informants
over the age of 50 were selected. The total number of informants was 16 speakers. William J.
Gedney’s (1972) wordlist was used to determine the number of tone and the tone mergers and
splits. The Praat program was used to analyze fundamental frequency (FO) and the acoustic
characteristics, shown as six horizontal lines and five spaces, represent a pitch by semitone
scale. The study’s findings reveal that the pattern of Phrae dialect’s tonal mergers and splits are
A12-34 B123-4 C123-4 DL123-4 and DS123-4. In addition, the Phrae dialect’s tonal system
consists of six tones, which are Tone 1 mid-low rising [214] Tone 2 mid rising tone [35] Tone 3
mid-low level tone [22] Tone 4 mid falling tone [31] Tone 5 mid level tone [33] and Tone 6 mid-
high falling tone [41]. Lastly, this study shows that the Phrae dialect has a sub-tonal system,
which is a result of social factors. Phrae dialect’s results such as the number of tone, the tone

mergers and splits and tone characteristics seem to be similar to those of previous studies.

Keywords: tonal system, northern Thai, Phrae dialect
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